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CURRICULUM

The “Cantus Firmus” octet was formed in Mondovì in 1989, with the aim of studying and performing polyphonic classical and antique music for male voices. During the years the repertory of the group has developed such as to include holy and secular 4 voice pieces from the period between Renaissance and XVIII century, gospels and spirituals, jazz songs and 5, 6 and 8 voice pop music.

Immediately in their first year of activity, the group was applauded in the main cities of the region and took part in a tour in Poland, as guest of the Academy of Breslavia and of "Wroclawsky Chor Kameralny". 

Since 1999 they organise in Mondovì the International Choral Festival “Città di Mondovì”, with the following placements: “Folk music of the Piedmont region” (1999), held by Angelo Agazzani; “Choral jazz” (2000), held by Nehemiah H. Brown; “Gospel and spiritual” (2001), held by Jonathan Rathbone; “Music a cappella based on King’s Singers style” (2002), held by Simon Carrington, “Vocal pop jazz” (2004), held by Jens Johansen; “World sounds” (2005), held by Francisco J. Nuñez, “Christmas Songs” (2006) held by Bob Chilcott, “Black Gospel Music” (2007), held by Barbara Baker, “The Real Workshop” (2008) with The Real Group, “Disney a cappella” (2009), held by David Lawrence, Voice Camp (2010) with the Swingle Singers, “The a cappella experience” (2011) with the Stouxingers.

In 22 years of activity, the group has performed about 400 concerts and has been invited to important national and international exhibitions: Alessandria, Acqui Terme, Castel S. Giovanni, Fano, Fidenza, Isola Vicentina, Genova, Lucca, Miskolc and Pecs (Hungary) in 1996, 1999 and 2005, Monza, Nuoro in 1995 and 2000, Pavia (Certosa), Piacenza, Pura (Switzerland), Oristano, Turin, Carrara, Vicenza, Padova, Parma, Pescara, Sassari. 

From 1994 to 2004 the group has been part of the “R. Maghini” Philharmonic Choir of Turin, which regularly cooperates with the RAI (national television and radio company) Symphonic Orchestra of Turin. 

They produced and published 3 CDs: “Go down Moses”, with a selection of traditional gospels, especially arranged by the director of the choir; “Natale Noel Christmas Weihnacht”, with Christmas Songs; “Di tutto un… pop”, with jazz and pop music. 

The vocal octet “Cantus Firmus” won the following prizes in national and international competitions:

· First prize in the XII National Competition of Polyphonic Execution of Quartiano, Spirituals category, with special jury mention for the piece with the highest marks (1994);

· First prize in II Regional Competition of Choral Execution of the Piedmont Choir Association in Alba (1994), for the execution of an antique polyphonic piece; 

· Third prize at VII Music International Tournament of Rome, in the “Choirs and Vocal Groups” category (1997).

· First prize (20,80 points) and “GOLD I” diploma in “Sacred Vocal Polypony a cappella – Chamber Choirs” category, at second International Choir Competition “Musica Sacra a Roma – Maestri della Schola Romana” (2007).

Cantus Firmus is:

Roberto Beccaria (director)


Mauro Bertazzoli and Gianluca Dho (first tenors)


Paolo Michelis and Roberto Ghiglia (second tenors)


Vito Bottero and Aldo Mammola (baritones)


Efrem Moro and Marco Cerato (basses)

Associazione "Ottetto Vocale CANTUS FIRMUS"
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via Piave, 4 - 12084 MONDOVI' (CN) Italy 

www.cantusfirmus.it - info@cantusfirmus.it
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